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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

CELTIC COMMUNION 
31ST MAY  2020 

(Pentecost) 
  

 On-Line Version 

*  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 
 

Feel free to use this in your own way. 
However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  

on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship.  
 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please stay with us if 

you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting  

 

 

WELCOME BY PETER 

OPENING RESPONSES 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Into your presence we come.  
Into fellowship with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
On the day of Pentecost, you drew people separated by language together to 
hear your word and receive your love. Draw us together now, separated as 
we are by distance, that we too may receive your gifts of grace and salvation 
and be inspired to worship you in Spirit and in truth. 

  
  

Hymn 1:  All Creatures of our God and King  
 

All Creatures of Our God and King – Fernando Ortega 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EV0VgrTqKMhPndTeRKJio_kBg-YxvMu_GSYWGjmcj3Qh5Q?e=WOFlMQ
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EbEEQF4RvkFOvzBFLDwHVXMBurWKWrzrkuraAUxG0m4g8w?e=iPaaL1
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O praise Him, O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heavn along, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
O praise Him, O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on Him cast your care! 
O praise Him, O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Songwriters: FRANCESCO ASSISI, GEORGE MCBETH MCPHEE 

 

GATHERING 

Lord God, You breathed this world into being. Your creative Spirit is still 
visible within our everyday lives; through the changing seasons, the 
colours and sounds of nature, the rhythm of day and night, sunrise and 
sunset, tide and wind, rain and shine. 
All: Breathe upon our fellowship, Creating Spirit, Creator God 
 
Your Spirit, present in the birth pangs of this world empowered the 
Prophets 
of old, ordinary people called to live extraordinary lives. 
All: Breathe upon our fellowship, Creating Spirit, Creator God 
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Your Spirit was so visible through the life of your Son, from the moment 
of conception to his death and glorious resurrection. 
All: Breathe upon our fellowship, Creating Spirit, Creator God 
 
Your Spirit was the parting gift of Jesus to the world. ‘You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses… to the ends of the earth’ 
All: Breathe upon our fellowship, Creating Spirit, Creator God 
 
Father, you have gifted us with your Spirit, 
to be your witnesses here and to the ends of the earth. 
Yet we stand so often with feelings of inadequacy, 
fearful of our own failings and sin. 
 
Forgive us when we try and limit your power 
and underestimate our own capabilities. 
Forgive us when we fail to open our hearts fully 
to the working of your Spirit, 
when we choose to limit your work in our lives. 
Empower us as you did the Prophets of old; 
 embolden us in our witness to our family, our neighbours and all 
whom we meet. 
 
Receive now the forgiving life giving presence of God. 
 
Fill us with your Spirit, Lord 
All: That our faith might be enriched  
Fill us with your Spirit, Lord 
All: That our lives might be empowered 
Fill us with your Spirit, Lord 
All: That our witness might be emboldened 
Fill us with your Spirit, Lord 
All: That your name might be glorified 

 

THE COLLECT:  

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
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and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 First Reading:  Reading Acts 2:1-21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But 
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 
‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ES_LZhwbdPxFj-z3Dk6-clsBHdhm07K5PmzzdXWCN4wfUQ?e=4g8Prf
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The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

    

Hymn 2:  Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God  
 

Holy Spirit living breath of God 
Breathe new life into my willing soul 
Bring the presence of the risen Lord  
To renew my heart and make me whole. 
 
Cause your word to come alive in me 
Give me faith for what I cannot see 
Give me passion for Your purity 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, Come abide within 
May your joy be seen in all I do 
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin 
In each thought and deed and attitude. 
 
Kindness to the greatest and the least 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace 
Turn my striving into works of grace 
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 
 
Holy Spirit from creation’s birth 
Giving life to all that God has made 
Show Your power once again on earth 
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 
 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice 
That in unity the face of Christ 
Will be clear for all the world to see.   Stuart Townend, Keith Getty 
 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly  
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Ebom0VEHk8RItcC65TJTAkYBwcUmG99K4s_gr4pK_HyNnQ?e=FMWcS5
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to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever.   Amen. 

 
  

Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-23 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  
  

TALK:  Talk by Bishop Toby  

 

Prayers 
  

We pray together: 
  

Circle us, Lord. 
  Circle us with the light of your presence, 

         bright within this dark world. 

 Guard and guide us, together with our family and friends,  
     that we may live in your light...... 
  
 Circle us, Lord. 
     Circle our nation with Advent love and hope, 
    that Jesus may be lifted high. 
 Bring wisdom, grace and integrity to our national life 
    that we may see your kingdom come...... 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EY5R-8y2EZdGj1d_3o4QN5gB0d-qBBXIu59T0VKaCQ1e_w?e=MRZVc6
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZizifvykGdLsCiuHN7KGt4BEERqYmh7NuZt_sY4uQrKaA?e=cJRfV6
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 Circle us, Lord. 
    Circle our world with grace and justice,  
    that your Spirit may bring real life, 
and all nations and creatures live together in peace and plenty, 
    and praise your Name together. Amen. 

  
 

Hymn 3:   There is a Redeemer  
 

 

There is a redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, 
 
Jesus my redeemer, 
Name above all names, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Hope for sinners slain. 
 
Thank you oh my father, 
For giving us Your Son, 
And sending Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done. 
 
When I stand in Glory, 
I will see His face, 
And there I'll serve my King forever, 
In that Holy Place. 
 
Thank you oh my Father, 
For giving us Your Son, 
And sending Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done. 
 
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, 
 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ERDwK8CLEzJEj4mgQbnPDuMBHdJvh1LM-pQ8SEa1u1dUlA?e=2TNgWr
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Thank you oh my Father, 
For giving us Your Son, 
And sending Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done. 
 
And sending Your Spirit, 
'Till the work on Earth is done. 

 
  

 Communion Prayer - Peter  
 

  

The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

As children of our Creator God 
We join with all creation, 
And bless you, Lord, for 
The earth and all its wonders 
For life in all its abundance, and for the gift of new and eternal life that 
shapes this reality into that of heaven. 
 Although today we are apart,  through the death and resurrection  of 
Jesus, we are made one with you and with each other. 
We thank you  that through the gifts of  bread and wine you remind  us of 
your self-giving love in Christ Jesus 
So, may this bread be a sign to us of your broken body, 

May we, in our brokenness  
Receive your life and bring nourishment to others. 
 

May this wine be to us  a sign of your precious blood 
Shed so freely for each one of us. 

May your abundant Life flow in us, 
And through us to a hurting world. 

  
We ask this because on the night before he died Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying  
“Take eat; this is my body.”  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EaRFKrQQ_39Ko7EArgQ-e3kBUUTI5Iw0BH_nP4N6p7trBA?e=erhrYI
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,  
and they all drank from it. 
 “This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many,”  
he said to them.  
“I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine  
until that day when I drink it anew in the Kingdom of God.” 
  
In this Bread and Wine 

We see the hope of that Kingdom -   
    The renewing of all Creation; 
    And we wait, in anticipation, 
    For all things to be made new. 
 
In this Bread, and in this Wine  

you call us 
Into a new, redeemed relationship  
With yourself and all of your creation. 

  

THE PEACE 

Christ is our peace,  
and speaks peace to the earth, 
to all peoples and all creatures within it. 
The peace of our Creator Lord  
be always with you…. 
And also with you. 
 

            A candle for peace is lit 

 
Invitation to Communion 
We gather together, apart as we are, in the presence of Christ. 
We gather together, apart as we are, to receive his gifts of grace, 
We gather together, apart as we are, because it is Christ who invites us to 
meet him here. 
 

  

Hymn 4:  Spirit of the Living God  
 
 Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me;  
Spirit of the living God,  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Ea-AdFdlSEpEpWXdL29pXzABWO3p4J2OMZqsvq4NcjI4Yw?e=eY95KY
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Fall afresh on me.  
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.  
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me.  
 
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on us;  
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on us.  
Break us, melt us, mould us, fill us.  
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me.  

 
Daniel Iverson 

  
 

  

Prayer after Communion    
God of power, in our communion you have touched our lives with 
your life-giving presence, Your Holy Spirit. As we seek opportunity to 
share that blessing with others, may the boldness of your Spirit 
transform us, may the gentleness of you Spirit lead us, may the gifts 
of your Spirit be our goal and strength, now and always. Amen.  

  
 

Hymn 5:   Holy, Holy, Holy  
 

Holy, holy, holy 
Lord, God Almighty 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons blessed Trinity 
 
Holy, holy, holy 
Though the darkness hide Thee 
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see 
 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity 
 
Holy, holy, holy 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EdcShfCuUS5LuZX4LD6uStABNk308Pcz7aTQdGiTmNlYwQ?e=zItut8
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Lord, God Almighty 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea 
Holy, holy, holy 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons blessed Trinity  

 
  

Final Blessing 

     Thank you God.    
For your presence here with us today  
and for your hand that leads us into tomorrow  
May God the Father bless us;  
may Christ take care of us;  
the Holy Spirit enlighten us all the days of our life.  
The Lord be our defender and keeper of body and soul,   
both now and for ever, to the ages of ages.  
 Amen. 
 

Final Song:    May the Peace of the Lord Christ go with you   
                           (Lindisfarne, Northumberland) 

          

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 
Wherever He may send you 
May He guide you through the wilderness 
Protect you through the storm 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
At the wonders He has shown you 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
Once again into our doors 
                          
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 
Wherever He may send you 
May He guide you through the wilderness 
Protect you through the storm 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
At the wonders He has shown you 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
Once again into our doors. 
 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 
Wherever He may send you 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EaRX33wrzklNknjyLnVyXvYB6A4UI1hgQtCCwLINlySMkw?e=i9aVTd
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May He guide you through the wilderness 
Protect you through the storm 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
At the wonders He has shown you 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
Once again into our doors. 
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