
CV week 20 Pastoral letter          2nd August 

Dear Friends 

Just when we thought we were settling into a ‘new normal’, things change.  

Last night the news told us that Bradford Met’ was one of the areas that would be 

affected by a small but significant reversal of our unlocking. I don’t know about you, but 

for me it caused a bit of a downer particularly as we had been starting to have people in 

our garden for friendship visits but also for professional and pastoral reasons. 

Of course, we knew it would be like this, ups and downs, some small and sadly, but 

inevitably, some large. And what seems minor to some might have a much bigger 

impact on others. The timing for our Muslim friends was particularly cruel coming on 

the eve of Eid which, rather like the celebrations around Christmas time, focus around 

friends, family and community getting together. Whilst it is still far away, I wonder what 

our own celebrations this December will be like? 

But as I think these thoughts, I have to remind myself that there is the hope of a greater 

good being played out through these restrictions. It is for the safety of others that my 

freedoms are being restricted and, as long as I keep that in mind, I am able to come to 

terms with any inconvenience I might feel.  

This is at the heart of the Christian gospel.  Christ’s ultimate offering of his life so that 

others may live sets out a pattern for us. Like the writing in holiday rock, this way of 

thinking and acting is designed to run right through the middle of our lives, and is  seen 

as much in the abiding by such restrictions for the sake of others as it is in the  selfless 

acts of charity and loving service we have heard of and seen during this crisis. It is our 

way of life. 

Talking of ways of life, the diocese has just launched an initiate called “Rhythm of Life”. 

Here is what Bishop Nick says about it 

“During the Covid 19 crisis, we’ve had to adjust to very different rhythms of life. As 

Christians, we believe Jesus should be at the heart of our rhythms of life, whatever our 

circumstances. This will have a far-reaching impact on our own wellbeing and the good 

of others – on our loving, living and learning. 

I would like to invite you to join the diocesan ‘Rhythm of Life’ venture. This will involve 

individual commitments, accessing resources and mutual support. Some key areas will 

be given special attention: praying, encouraging, sharing, reflecting, celebrating, resting 

and creating.” 

This caught my attention because I have been thinking along similar lines myself. I 

intend to find out more. If you are interested to find out more yourself follow this link. 



https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/rol/ 

Finally, Bishop Toby has asked for our help regarding Sudan and Bradford. 

"The need in Sudan is urgent and severe. Without state aid, people from the most 

disadvantaged communities, which includes most Christians, have either to work where 

they can, risking COVID-19 with no health care facilities, or face starvation. All western 

aid agencies were thrown out of the country by the previous government so that our 

diocesan link with the Episcopal Church is one of a very few channels of external support. 

I know that many Christians and churches in the Bradford area, as well as many others 

in our communities, have taken a strong financial hit as a result of the COVID-19 

lockdown. But I also meet some church members who tell me that their finances are in 

better shape because they have been spending less. So acknowledging the different 

situations that we are in and that some may not be able to give financially, may I urge 

you nevertheless, with me, to prayerfully and urgently consider your giving, and 

especially a gift to the Sudan Appeal.” 

(find out more here:  https://www.leeds.anglican.org/news/diocese-leeds-launches-

new-appeal-support-church-sudan ) 

I am also asking for prayer for Bradford at this time as COVID infection levels are rising. 

We all need wisdom as we walk a fine line between a right encouraging of our local 

economies and a right caution with regard to a dangerous virus that continues to 

spread.” 

And so we get back to where we started. These restrictions, so far, do not affect the 

opening of church for prayer or our plans to reopen for some forms of worship in 

September, but we need to be aware that things might change. 

It seems right to finish with the 3rd collect from BCP morning prayer: 

LORD , our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us 

to the beginning of this day; Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant 

that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our 

doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Blessings 

Peter 
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