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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

COMMUNION SERVICE 
1st May 2022 

(3rd Sunday of Easter) 

 
This morning we hope that those at home will be able to 
follow us on a live zoom; so whether we are at home, or 
in church in person, we shall be worshipping together. 
If not then please use this service sheet in a way that 

helps you in your journey of faith. 
  

Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 
Note re Zoom Meeting:    When you join this meeting you will be asked if 
you wish to allow the host(s) to unmute your microphone. We suggest you 
choose ‘Do Not allow’. This option is needed to facilitate streaming from 
church and we do not intend to listen in without your permission.” 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

Blessed be God forever. Amen.  

 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 

SONG 1 
 

MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY, 
Manhood and Deity, 
In perfect harmony, 
The Man who is God. 
Lord of eternity 
Dwells in humanity, 
Kneels in humility 
And washes our feet. 
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O what a mystery, 
Meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship 
For this is your God, 
This is your God. 
 
Father’s pure radiance, 
Perfect in innocence, 
Yet learns obedience 
To death on a cross. 
Suffering to give us life, 
Conquering through sacrifice, 
And as they crucify 
Prays: ‘Father forgive.’ 
 
O what a mystery, 
Meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship 
For this is your God, 
This is your God. 
 

Wisdom unsearchable, 
God the invisible, 
Love indestructible 
In frailty appears. 
Lord of infinity, 
Stooping so tenderly, 
Lifts our humanity 
To the heights of His throne.   
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O what a mystery, 
Meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship 
For this is your God, 
This is your God. 
 
Graham Kendrick © 1986 Thankyou Music. 
A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 
   
 

CONFESSION 

In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and 
faith. 
 

 
 
Silent reflection 

 
Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living 

bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

COLLECT 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh 

hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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READINGS 
 
Acts of the Apostles 9:1-6 
 
The Conversion of Saul 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going 
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly 
a light from heaven flashed around him. He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying 
to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The 
reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.’ 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Song 2 
 

Will you come and follow Me 
If I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
And never be the same? 
Will you let My love be shown, 
Will you let My name be known, 
Will you let My life be grown in you, 
And you in Me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
If I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
And never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, 
Should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let Me answer prayer 
In you and you in Me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see 
If I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
And never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
And do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean 
In you and you in Me? 



       CCL Licence No. 3285 

 
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
If I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
And never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
To reshape the world around, 
Through My sight and touch and  

sound 
In you and you in Me? 
 
Lord, Your summons echoes true 
When You but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow You 
And never be the same. 
In Your company I’ll go 
Where Your love and footsteps show; 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 
In You and You in me.  
  
Graham Maule & John L. Bell © 1987 WGRG,  
Iona Community. 
A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 
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We stand for the Gospel 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in 

him may 
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the 

last day.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to John 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
John 21:1-9 
Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon 
Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They 
said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
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Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; 
but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have 
no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He 
said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and 
now they were not able to haul it in because 
there were so many fish. That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into 
the lake. But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a 
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 
 
TALK 
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OUR FAITH 
 

Let us stand and affirm our faith in Jesus 
Christ the Son of God. 

 
Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every 

name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
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LIGHTING OF PEACE CANDLE. 

The risen Christ came and stood among his 
disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  
 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

 
Song 3:   

AND CAN IT BE that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain, 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
 
He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race; 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
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Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 
 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed with righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

OUR OFFERING 

As the grain once scattered in the fields 

and the grapes once dispersed on the 

hillside are now united on this table in 

bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole 

Church soon be gathered together from 

the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION   

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you 

thanks and praise, almighty God and 

everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ 

your Son. 

And now we give you thanks 

because through him you have given us 

eternal life and delivered us from the 

bondage of sin and the fear of death into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

And so we join our voices with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of 

heaven to proclaim your glory 

for ever praising you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your 
dear Son. 

 
On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
When supper was ended he took the cup of 
wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and 
said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
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which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 

 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of 

salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the 
earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving 
Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Now, gathering our prayers and praises into 
one,  

we pray as Jesus taught us 
Our Father in Heaven Hallowed be your 
name. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

INVITATION 

Come to this table, not because you must 
but because you may, 
not because you are strong, but because 
you are weak. 
Come, not because any goodness of your 
own gives you a right to come, 
but because you need mercy and help. 
Come, because you love the Lord a little 
and would like to love him more. 
Come, because he loved you and gave 
himself for you. 
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are 
his Body. 

 
Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in.  
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit  
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even to eat the crumbs from under your 
table.  
But you, Lord, are the God of our 
salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.  
So cleanse and feed us  
with the precious body and blood of 
your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of 
Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  
Amen.  

 
Communion is received 

Instrumental music will be played 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us 
home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,  
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gave us grace, and opened the gate of 
glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live 
his risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to 
others;  
we whom the Spirit lights give light to 
the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set 
before us,  
so we and all your children shall be 
free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your 
name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

  Song 4: 
 

BEHOLD THE LAMB who bears our sins 
away, 
Slain for us: and we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of peace 
Around the table of the King. 
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The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Torn for you: eat and remember 
The wounds that heal, the death that brings  
us life, 
Paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King. 
 
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin 
Shed for you: drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King. 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith 
We rise to respond and to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
As His body here on earth. 
As we share in His suffering 
We proclaim: Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven 
Around the table of the King. 
Keith &  Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend © 2007 Thankyou Music 
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BLESSING 

 
God the Father, 
by whose glory  
Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him  
in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you  
now and always 
AMEN.  

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Let us go into the world rejoicing 
For it is Christ who goes before us.   
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
** ** ** 


