
CV week 27   20th September Pastoral letter 

 

Dear friends 

This week I have been doing the risk assessment for reopening the hall 

and lounge to hirers. I have to admit I was putting it off. I think it was 

the word “risk” that was part of the problem. It seems full of 

foreboding of what might go wrong, and being faced with the problems 

of Covid 19 and the need to get this right I found I had got a case of 

brain paralysis. Thankfully, it is now finished, at least version 1, and is 

going out to a few people to see what I missed. What released my 

paralysis was the realisation that I would never get it totally right – life 

is never totally risk free. What I hope will be produced, with the aid of 

templates from various organisations and the wisdom of some of our 

own folk, is a ‘good enough’ assessment of how to manage the risks of 

letting people back into our buildings. 

John Wimber, the American preacher and evangelist, used to say the 

faith is spelled R.I.S.K. Faith is indeed a risky business. To put our lives 

into the hands of an invisible God would seem to be very risky indeed. 

And it seems to me that although God promises many things to us, he 

never promises us an easy ride. Many people would even say that life 

gets bumpier when one becomes a Christian. However, most people, 

and I would include myself in this, would say that it is well worth it.  

There is a wonderful bit in one of my favourite films, Parenthood which 

stars Steve Martin. Martin’s character is the father of a family which is 

beset by a number of child-related problems and the stress is just 

getting too much for him. His mother-in-law, Grandma, who he thinks is 

a bit batty, says to him “Some like the merry-go-round, but where do 

you get with that - just round and round. I like the roller coaster.” 

I don’t think I am a risk taker, in fact I am quite risk averse  - which may 

be the root cause of my earlier brain paralysis. However, sometimes I 

have recognised the wisdom in Grandma’s words to her son-in-law. 

Sometimes I need to get off the merry-go-round and onto the 

rollercoaster trusting that whilst it might get a bit scary, God will never 

let me drop into free fall but is always keeping me on track. 



Of course, when dealing with other people’s health and lives (and 

livelihoods) it is no bad thing to be overcautious. Hopefully our risk 

assessment for our premises will be good enough. But In 2 weeks time 

we have our annual meeting and whilst we will be looking back over 

2019 we will be also looking forward. As we do so, I think we need to 

make sure that we are not just doing the merry-go-round stuff but 

seeing where God might take us if we step onto the rollercoaster. 

As I was reminded last week, by the Bishop, that Christmas is 

approaching and we will not be able to rely on the merry-go-round  

getting us to our usual Christingle and other services. It will be a 

challenge to know how to help our community celebrate Christmas in a 

meaningful way, but I look forward to finding out where this particular 

rollercoaster will take us. Any ideas will be gratefully received – 

someone has already suggested wrapping the church in red ribbon...! 

Two bits of news.  

Firstly, Messy Church is sending out a postcard to all our families letting 

them know that we are thinking of them and praying for them as their 

children are now back at school, and inviting them to come to an online 

meet up at 4.30pm on Saturday, 26th of September. 

The second bit of news is that we are restarting our prayer meeting. 

You may have noticed in last week’s news sheet that it was advertised 

for last Sunday. Apologies from me, I had forgotten that we were 

starting so soon after I got back from holiday. So, our first prayer 

meeting on zoom will be on Sunday 27th September at 6pm. As it is 

online, we shall keep it to half and hour to start with. I will be doing this 

from Church so if anyone would like to join me ‘in real life’, so to speak, 

the doors will be open ( it might be helpful to bring with you a device 

you can get zoom on but that is not essential). If you are not online or 

feel able to come to church please do spend some time praying for the 

church and our community. 

Zoom link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761930894?pwd=ZGhJWFA5OElNYk9icW

xSaFNrRXBIZz09 

Meeting ID: 837 6193 0894          Passcode: 706756 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761930894?pwd=ZGhJWFA5OElNYk9icWxSaFNrRXBIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761930894?pwd=ZGhJWFA5OElNYk9icWxSaFNrRXBIZz09


As I am finishing this letter, it has just been announced that from 

Tuesday we in Bradford are going back into lockdown. It is indeed a 

rollercoaster ride. 

Some words from the book of Isaiah, chapter 43, verses 1 and 2: 

But now thus says the Lord, 

   he who created you, O Jacob, 

   he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

   I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

   and the flame shall not consume you. 

 Blessings to you and all who you have a care for. 

Peter 

 


