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Minutes of the Parochial Church Council Meeting of St John’s Church, 

 Ben Rhydding, on Monday 21st September 2020 via zoom 

 

In attendance: Rev Peter Willox,  Karen Oxtoby,  Amy Stidworthy,  Miranda Armitage, Margaret 

Beatham,  Dawn and Jenkins, Jan Copsey, Kath Hannam, Suzanne Mills, Caroline Elston, Sylvia Walker. 

Apologies:  Nikki Gibson, Kathleen Balfour , Charles Jenkins, Bill Marwick , Lynn Haygarth,.  

 

1. Opening Prayers 

Peter Willox welcomed the PCC to the meeting and opened the meeting in prayer. 

2. Declarations of interest 

There were none. 

3. Apologies for absence 
Nikki Gibson, Kathleen Balfour , Charles Jenkins, Bill Marwick , Lynn Haygarth,.  

 

4. Minutes 

The minutes 24 08 2020 were proposed by Peter Willox, seconded by Sylvia Walker and 

approved unanimously. 

5. AOB 

Items of any other business were declared at this point. 

6. Matters Arising  

1. Reopening of Church 

The numbers of people attending  the 3 Sundays church had been open for worship at 0845 

were 14, 12 and 24 respectively. This is a said communion service using Common worship 

material. There has been positive feedback and people say they are really 

happy to be back in church. We can now allow 40 congregants if we place 12 chairs at the back 

of church.  The telephone message system is now set up. We have not yet needed to set up a 

booking system. 

Dawn offered to update and re-issue her  leaflet on worship in church but it was decided to wait 

and to monitor the guidance first.  

2. Consideration of Tony's letter 

Peter still needs to report back to Tony on this. 

7. Reports 

1. Property and Maintenance 
- Suzanne reported that good progress is being made on the toilet refurbishment but that the  

project  may be more expensive than quoted as the quote given was a long time ago. However 

savings have been made in not having the long extractor fan or heated hand dryers. We decided 

against hand dryers  and in favour of responsibly sourced paper towels  for hygiene purposes. 

The current delay is due to the decorators being on holiday but they have promised to have at 

least one toilet operational by the first week in October. We have not sought grants for this 

project as we already have the funds. 

Peter mentioned that he has asked Katie to clean once per week but that we might have to have 

a deep clean of the whole building. 

2. Finance Committee 

No further update on finance. 

3. Deanery Synod  
The next meeting is 24 09 2020. Dawn has sent her 2019 Deanery Synod to Karen for the APCM. 

There is an Episcopal Area Forum at noon on 22 09 2020 on Mission Opportunities. 

4. CTI   
Father Philip is leaving St Margaret's. CTI hope to do something for Remembrance Day. 

5. Mission Committee  
The committee has not met. Azeria was due to return but is stuck in Guatemala and should be 

back around Easter. 

6. Messy Church 
Margaret reported that the team are trying different methods to connect with the families via 

zoom and also delivering postcards to tell people we are praying for them. The team are 
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discussing ideas on how to connect by, for example, using a Halloween alternative, such as the 

theme of light or Christingle even though they cannot meet in church. 

 

The Ark continues to meet on zoom alternate weeks. Dawn sends out art work, Lisa has been 

writing poetic versions of stories with actions and Dave and Elaine provide the music. The Ark 

has its own website so everyone is very well connected. 

 

8. Church hall and lounge hiring  - risk assessment. 
Peter shared the Risk Assessment he had produced which had also been emailed prior to the meeting 

and went through the 12 points itemised. He had also previously sent all hirers a questionnaire to 

ascertain when they wish to return. He requested the PCC read and critique the risk assessment and 

accept it as the current working document and consider it further at the new PCC. 

It was decided that the hall should be the main place to hire out as the lounge is hard to ventilate and 

clean due to the soft furnishings. It was decided to start slowly with Lynne Wright's groups and 

possibly Club Francophone. Lynne Wright would like to start in the hall as soon as possible and hire it 

on Saturdays. 

Peter declared an interest. Keely usually uses the hall for the Ben Rhydding Choir but would have to 

run smaller groups now and could possibly use the back of church. It was decided to offer the hall on 

a Saturday only on a short term contract because it is also important that Messy Church is able to get 

back in to the hall on a Saturday..  

  

CTI2000 have also said they would like to resume their gardening. It would not be safe for this group  

to use the flower room and the lounge would be impractical. We could not allow any muddy boots in 

the building. We need to find out if the gardening group has done its own risk assessment and has  

thought everything through. Miranda made a valid point that we also need to think about people's 

mental health. The CTI gardening group would really benefit from re-starting. It could be possible for 

them to use the hall and for one person to have access to the main kitchen. 

Peter has already had a site meeting with Lynne and Lisa and discussed their well developed 

plans towards how they intend to operate in a Covid secure way. 

A discussion ensued as to how we can ensure people do not encroach on other hall hirer's spaces, 

in particular with reference to the children and parents of the dance school. 

Peter has worked out that the hall can accommodate 24 people for non-aerobic activity, 14 for aerobic 

activity, 13 people  in the lounge and 12 people in the back of church . 

A discussion ensued around hire charges and it was decided to keep the charges the same as before but  

not to charge the cleaning time. We might need to assess this on a case by case basis.  Peter will 

discuss this with Sandy. Some buildings use foggers which can clean a hall in 2 minutes. 

Action Point - Peter to investigate a fogger 

 

9. Annual Parochial Church Meeting preparations and vacancies  
Karen reported she had received all the reports apart from the safeguarding report and asked if she 

could ask Alison to send the reports out by email this week. Caroline agreed to fill in the attendance list. 

It was suggested we ask people to read the reports and send in their questions as no further reports 

will be given. 

Action Point - KO to send Alison all the papers, with a link from Peter for the zoom APCM and 

ask for questions to be sent in either in advance or posed at the meeting. 

The issue of voting should not be a problem on zoom (unless we are flooded with late nominations for 

the PCC vacancies!).  The PCC vacancies list will be re-entitled 'Opportunities to Serve'. 

Action Points - KO also to send these separately to John Tinkler for the notice sheet mentioning 

the PCC meetings are currently on zoom. 

KO also to send approved minutes in PDF format to Tony Watson for the website.  

 

10. Ground Maintenance 

Karen referred to Roger's email about how he thought the ground could best be maintained with limited 

volunteers.  
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1. The suggestion to install a liner to be gravelled, on the south facing garden is not possible due to 

ashes interred. 

2. It was agreed that the laurel and conifer hedges together with the hedge by the allotments should 

be trimmed by Luke Oyston who also cuts the church grass. 

3. Karen has offered to help Kate, Roger and Kath keep the church grounds tidy and will include it  

in the 'Opportunities to Serve' list of jobs. 

4. It was decided to see how the lovely existing wild flower patch looked when it all died down. 

We would then assess it later to see how we all felt whether it would work extending it. 

Action Point - Peter will report back to Roger.                                                                     PW        PW 

 

11. AOB 

- Sylvia asked Peter if they could meet to decide where the Eco Church plaque could be placed bearing 

in mind it my need to be run by the Arch Deacon. 

- Sylvia mentioned that there is not usually follow up from the private prayer chain and that we should 

ask people  who put in prayer requests to provide updates . 

- Margaret asked how we could socialise within the congregation when we have the freedom and 

whether plans and ideas could be put in place for such an eventuality in the future when we are less 

restricted. Could we plan more virtual social things like quizzes? This could be mentioned at the APCM. 

- The above discussion led to Miranda and Hilary's idea of holding a virtual Harvest Supper in October. 

This would involve buying Fairtrade food from Hilary and possibly zooming, whilst having the supper 

The community may also be able to tap in to this initiative. The PCC thought this was a really 

good idea. 

Action Point - Miranda to give Hilary the go ahead and to liaise with John Tinkler.                    MA 
- Caroline thanked everyone for having her on the PCC as she now finished her role as Warden.  

Thank you Caroline from all of us on the PCC for your hard work and dedication as both an elected 

member for so many years and as Warden. 

- Sylvia asked if there could be follow up from the ring around system. 

 

12. Pastoral Issues 

These were mentioned earlier in the meeting. 

 

13. PCC Soundbites 

1. 'Opportunities to Serve' list to put in the notices.                                                                           KO 

2. Virtual Harvest Supper                                                                                                                   MA 

 

14. Date of next Meeting 
APCM, 7.30pm on zoom on Monday 5th October. There would normally follow a 5 minute PCC 

 meeting at the end of the APCM to agree the Secretary and the Treasurer. 

No date was arranged for November 2020. 

 

The meeting closed with' The Grace' at 10.15pm 

 


