
CV week 45    24th January  Pastoral letter 

Dear Friends 

The other night I woke with a start  from a rather chaotic dream in which  I had left the church 

door open over night. I looked at the clock; it was 3.30am.  As I  turned over to go back to sleep,  

I realised that I had indeed left the church unlocked.  My conscience kicked in, so I got up, 

quietly, got dressed and slipped out of the house with keys in hand.  As I crossed our garden, I 

made a mental note that the church lights were obviously not on, so I considered going around 

to the front door to put them on ’just in case’. However, there is enough light from the fire exit 

signs, so I opened the back door and went in that way.  

All was quiet. I walked to the double doors, reached up and switched on the light that hangs 

above the archway. As I opened the door into church  there was more light in the room than 

there should have been from that single bulb. Someone had turned the lights on in between me 

going from the back door to the inner door.  

At the back of church stood a solitary man looking rather surprised. My immediate reaction was 

to say ‘Hello. Are you all right?’ He turned out to be someone I vaguely knew, a local resident, 

who I haven’t seen for years. He had been sleeping poorly, upset by what is going on during 

these difficult times, and had gone out for a walk to calm himself down. He had been passing 

church and noticed the door was open and thought he would come in. Obviously, having the 

same thought I’d had, it being 3.30am, he’d turned the lights on ‘just in case’. He was as much 

surprised to see me walking through the door as I was to see him.  

We chatted for a while and he asked why I was in church. I told him that it was because in my 

dream I had realised I hadn’t locked up and had come across to remedy my mistake.  I suggested 

that if he wanted to take some time and sit quietly in church, I was okay with that. His answer 

was interesting: ‘No, that’s okay, just meeting you here, like this, is enough for me.’ So, I wished 

him good night and better sleep and locked the door as he went out.  

As I was going back home, I thought about what had just happened and about what he had said. 

I suppose we both could have seen this as a simple coincidence. However, for me to wake out of 

a dream to then coincide so precisely with someone who perhaps just needed a sign that God 

was around, and all was not hopeless - to calm his worries - seems to me to have the workings 

of God running right through it. And I think that is probably how he saw it too.  I hope and pray 

that sign helped him in his time of need. 

It certainly has helped me. The workings of God are a mystery. But as baffling as they are, they 

are also astonishing. At its face value, this meeting is a small thing amongst many, much bigger 

things. But when I stop to think about it, I start to feel like Peter did when he saw the fish in the 

net (Luke 5).  It was only fish in a fisherman’s net, a small and ordinary thing, but the 

circumstances surrounding that catch caused Peter to fall at Jesus’s feet and say “Go away from 

me, Lord; I am a sinful man”.  

Of course, Jesus response was; “Do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 



However, there is something fearful about being caught up in the workings of God; fearful and 

wonderful. I think I can grasp what the writer of Proverbs meant when he wrote “The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. “ Proverbs 

9:10 

Moving on... an invite from Bishop Toby.  

I mentioned in November that the Living in Love and Faith resources had been published by the 

church in response to changing attitudes and understandings about human sexuality and love. 

The blurb on the book says: 

Living in Love and Faith sets out to inspire people to think more deeply both about what it means 

to be human, and to live in love and faith with one another. It tackles the tough questions and 

the divisions among Christians about what it means to be holy in a society in which 

understandings and practices of gender, sexuality and marriage continue to change. 

The published material includes a five-week course. However, before it is fully rolled out for 

general use, a few pilot courses are being offered before Easter and one of these is planned for 

our deanery. The idea of a deanery pilot is partly to look at how this course might work across 

more than one church and in video-conferencing mode. The course has been produced in video 

format, with a booklet as well, and comprises five interactive workshop sessions. These will take 

place from 7.30pm-9.00pm as follows: Thursdays 18th  and 25th February, 11th March and 18th 

March, and Wednesday 24th March 

Bishop Toby is inviting people to join and the hope is to have a spread of people across the 

churches. There will be some personal reading between the sessions. 

This course will be facilitated by Marilyn Banister and Derek Twine from our deanery - 

expressions of interest should be with Marilyn and/or Derek by Friday 5th February at the latest 

contacting them at marilyn@banisters.org.uk  or derekmtwine@gmail.com. Places are limited. 

Bishop Toby writes: Although some controversy inevitably surrounds this material, Living in Love 

and Faith provides an excellent opportunity for us to engage with subjects that are too often 

simply not talked about using material that has been carefully produced and offering tools to 

engage well across a range of different opinions and convictions. 

I would really appreciate it if we had some takers for this from. I think this will be challenging 

but also very affirming of our own understanding of church as a family drawn together by the 

grace of God and I believe we have something to offer into the discussions.  If you are 

interested, please let me know. Also, please do pray for the course and those participating. 

I end with part of the psalmist’s prayer which seems to link these two things together: 

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” -

Psalm 139:13-14 

Blessings to you and all who God causes to cross your path. 

Peter 
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