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ST JOHN’S PARISH CHURCH BEN RHYDDING 
 

MINUTES OF THE VESRTY MEETING AND ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 

on Monday 5th   October 2020 
 

Opening Worship – Rev Peter Willox welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened the meeting with some 
encouraging words and prayers for our church . There were 49  members in attendance. 
 
                                                                                               VESTRY MEETING 
A Vestry Meeting was held to appoint Suzanne Mills as Church warden for the coming  year. The appointment was  
approved by the APCM. Proposed - Caroline Elston, Seconded - Peter Runton.  Rev Peter Willox thanked Caroline 
Elston  (who was now stepping down as warden after a 3 year tenure) for all for her hard work and dedication as  
did Suzanne who thanked Caroline for her support in her own role as Warden in 2019 and 2020. Caroline 
expressed her thanks to the church for the flowers sent to her. 
Bill Marwick  confirmed he could stay on as assistant warden . Peter thanked Bill and Roger Houghton who had 
stepped down earlier in the year in this role. 
Peter asked people to prayerfully consider whether anyone could take on the role of Warden alongside Suzanne. 
The Vestry meeting closed. 
 
                                                                         Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
1. Apologies for absence - Apologies had been received from Lynne Farrar, Chris and Sheila Lewis, Margaret, 

Mike and Liz Beatham and Mark Stidworthy. During the meeting the PCC secretary received further apologies 
from Hilary Davies. 
 

2. Minutes of APCM 2019 – These had been circulated prior to the meeting. The minutes were approved by the 
APCM as a true and accurate record of proceedings. Proposed –  Andy Copsey, seconded Bill Marwick.   

 
3. Vicar's Report -  This had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Rev Peter Willox summed  up 2019  as a good 

year. We are now looking forward from a different place. We are learning to find new opportunities, using our 
creativity and ingenuity so that when we look back next year, we see highlights rather than bleakness. 
Peter particularly thanked Fiona Croucher and Amy Stidworthy for their efforts in keeping the children 
together and feeling connected to church. 
He also referred to the Mission Shape Ministry course attended by himself, Jan and Dawn in which they had 
been meeting other clergy and have together being considering other ways of doing church. Peter finished by 
saying hopefully we will remember people we have valued during 2019. 
 

4. Church Wardens' Report - This had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Susanne updated the meeting on the Sound and Vision project in that the feed to the hall and church lounge is 
not yet complete and the PCC have to decide what needs to go in there. Any sound already fed through has 
been down to the ingenuity of Andy Copsey using his own wiring. At a future PCC we need to develop a 
 strategy to address what we need in there. Proposed by the whole church, Seconded by Amy Stidworthy. 
 

5. PCC Secretary’s report – This had been circulated prior to the meeting. Karen Oxtoby alluded to the work 
undertaken by the wardens and discussed in PCC through 2019 regarding the toilet refurbishments which was 
now coming to fruition in 2020. She also made mention of the PCC Away afternoon and our consideration of 
the theme Community Engagement in a time when most of us had not even come across Zoom as a form of 
communication. The report was proposed by Jan Copsey and seconded by Martin Smith. 
 

6. Treasurer’s report and presentation of accounts for 2019 – This had been circulated prior to the meeting 
and was presented by Julia Jordan.  
 

I. Julia reported that last minute adjustments had had to be made and that unfortunately our 
Independent examiner was no longer able to examine the accounts. Julia has been in the process of 
engaging the West Yorkshire Charity Accounts Service  to be completed by the end of October. 
This would have an impact on our surplus reducing it from £2154 to £1400. 
At this point Caroline Watson very kindly offered to undertake the independent verification for free. 
Caroline pointed out that some of the legislation references in the report were out of date and that a 
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piece should be included in the report regarding the financial impact of COVID 19, even though, as 
Charles pointed out,  the report reflects 2019. Caroline explained that this should still be included as a 
post date event at the time of signing. Julia will contact WYCAS to see if she can  cancel their services 
and will liaise with Caroline Watson. Peter mentioned that we should all keep Tony Rising in our 
prayers.  
 

II. Charles expanded on how things were looking in 2020. He expects there to be a reduction in income 
due to the lack of  hall hire by approximately £15K-£18 although this week we are starting to open the 
hall again to hirers as the toilets are due to be finished any day now. The deficit may also be redressed 
by anticipated expenditure not being incurred. Also, PCC acknowledge that folk continue to maintain 
regular giving through standing orders at anticipated levels, for which we are very grateful. Charles 
went on to explain that, in agreement with the Diocese, we are also currently underpaying the Parish 
Share to help maintain cash flow and help redress the reduction in income. Peter thanked  Charles, 
Julia and Karen for working on the report. 
 

III. Caroline Watson clarified that the report could not be approved at this APCM.. It was decided that the 
independent examiner and the accounts could be approved after having been amended and  examined 
at a Special Parochial Church Meeting (SPCM) at the end of one of the zoom services before the end of 
October. 
 

7. Electoral Roll Officer’s report – Karen Oxtoby  read out the results of the electoral roll report 2020 
completed by Kate Houghton, the Electoral Roll Officer.   
147 people are on the electoral roll. There are 56 men and 91 women, 90 being resident in the parish and 57 
being non resident. The report was proposed by Andrew Munro and Seconded by John Sheen. Kate is now 
standing down after 12 years as Electoral Roll Officer.  Peter thanked Kate and asked people to pray as she 
prepare for her forthcoming surgery. The report was approved by the APCM. Proposed - Andrew Munro, 
Seconded - John Sheen. 
 

8. Deanery Synod Report - Dawn reported that 3 meetings had been scheduled in the year and that members 
were continuing to meet via zoom to share best practice across the deanery as well as  to share thoughts and 
plans for returning to worship at church. She said it was a very supportive group and that it is great being a 
deanery synod representative. The report was approved by the APCM, Proposed - Suzanne Mills, Seconded - 
Sylvia Walker. 
  

9. Safeguarding  Report 
Peter read out this report at the meeting and informed the APCM that there had been no safeguarding issues in 
2019. The Diocesan policy accepted by the PCC in June 2019 would now be reviewed in November 2020 and 
Tony Watson had put the policy on the website. Tony pointed out that the contact names were now out of date. 
Andy Copsey said he could create an email address for  a safeguarding role so that it was not tied to a specific 
person.  Lisa King has had to step down as Safeguarding Officer.  Peter said that this was an important role 
even though we were not currently in church. He also thanked everyone for making church  a safer place. The 
Report was approved by the APCM. Proposed - Joan Luffman, Seconded - Dawn Jenkins. 
 

10. Mission Report - This report had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. John Sheen asked if there 
were any questions to his report. There were none. John  mentioned that the  committee was still looking for 
suggestions of organisations we could support. as a church. Peter mentioned our mission partner Azeria who is 
unable to return due to the Covid 19 restrictions and now hopes to be with us next Easter. 
Peter thanked all the people that represent the different mission organisations. 
The report was approved by the APCM. Proposed - Martin Smith, Seconded -Janet Munro. 
 
 

11. Environment Committee Report - This report had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. Sylvia 
mentioned the success in gaining the Bronze Church Eco Award and the contributions made by people that 
have purchased Christian Aid and Fairtrade items. There were no questions. The report was accepted by the 
APCM. Proposed - Sally Shelton, Seconded - Karen Palframan. 
Sally mentioned her idea of holding, a pet service on zoom which everyone though a very good idea. 
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12. PCC and Deanery Synod Elections 
PCC - Karen outlined the vacancies available on the PCC as described on the ' Opportunities to Serve' document. 
Namely: 1 vacancy for a 1 year term, 2 vacancies for a  2 year term and 4 vacancies for  a 3 year term.  
Nominations to the PCC had already been received from Amy Stidworthy, Kathleen Hannam, Nikki Gibson and 
Charles Jenkins. These being either PCC members at the end of their term of office agreeing to stand again for 
election or people who had previously served on the PCC and were wishing to come back on.  
Andy Rayment kindly nominated himself at the meeting. Karen explained that the term of office is normally  3 
years but if anyone simply wants to do a 1-year term that is also acceptable. 
Deanery Synod -  There are four vacancies on the Deanery Synod. Dawn Jenkins was the only person wishing 
to take up a place. The Deanery Synod is held 3 times per year. Lynn Haygarth rightly pointed out that one is 
automatically a PCC member if one is on the Deanery Synod (albeit ex officio). 
Electoral Roll Officer - Dorothy Tinkler had kindly volunteered to take on this role. 
Safeguarding Officer - Dawn indicated she could potentially take on this role but wished to find more about 
what was involved first. 
The PCC, Deanery Synod  and Electoral Roll Officer nominations were accepted by the APCM, proposed  en 
masse by Shirley Malley and seconded by Suzanne Mills. Peter thanked all those who were stepping up to the 
PCC and stepping down from the PCC and commented that it is an unusual but exciting time to be serving on 
PCC . He also encouraged people to pass things on that are dear to their heart to the PCC that represents church. 
 

13. Appointment of Sides persons – Peter Willox clarified the traditional role of the sides people in welcoming 
people in to church and taking the collection and thanked all those involved for their work in improving the 
welcome which members of our Church receive. During this time of restrictions this role has had to change in 
that there is a limit on the numbers of people allowed in the vestry and on who can touch the vessels. 
At present there is a small team acting as sides people at the 0845 service: Peter Runton, Miranda Armitage, 
Kath Hannam and Ian Piercy.  The traditional role may start to come back as restrictions lift and Peter said we 
look forward to the time when we can welcome people normally back in to church.  Peter invited anyone else 
who wished to become a sides person to let him know. Peter then read out the names of all those who 
undertook the role of Sides person in the previous year as follows: 
Pat and Michael Savage, Andrew Munro, Irene Tod, Gillian Sinfield, Elspeth Holmes, Jeff and Amanda Paget, 
Libby Chappell, Ari and Sue Boerrigter, Peter Runton, Ian Piercy, Richard Archer and Tony and Kath Hannam. 
It was noted that Richard Archer and Ari Boerrigter  have indicated they wish to step down from this roll.  
The APCM approved the list of Sides persons en masse. Proposed – Peter Willox, Seconded – John Sheen. 
 

14. Any Other Business 
-  Janet Munro expressed her thanks to Andy Copsey for the immense time and effort Andy is committing  to 
ensure services on zoom run smoothly every week.  
- Andy reminded everyone that he has created a useful area for teams  on SharePoint for storing and sharing 
information within individual teams which is currently underutilised. This could prove very beneficial if we  
get used to using it and enables documents to be assigned to roles rather than to individuals.  
- Peter then thanked Jan, Sylvia and Dawn and the musicians for addressing all the technical problems 
brilliantly, whereupon Dawn then thanked Peter for all his weekly pastoral letters which are a lovely way of 
reaching out. 
 
 

15. Date of next APCM 
TBA. 
 

16. Closing Prayer - We all joined together on zoom by sharing The Grace. 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 
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