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Dear friends 

For obvious reasons I have been thinking a lot about making church a safe place. We have had much helpful 

advice from the diocese during the pandemic and we are waiting for similar guidance as we look to the future. 

As Boris suggested the other day, we cannot get rid of Covid 19, but we can learn to live with it. Getting back 

into church safely will mean things might have to be different, at least for a while. 

Of course, we can never eliminate risk, we live with dangerous things all the time, but there are things we can 

do to manage those risks and to help life be a bit safer for all. Whether at home, or at work, or at church, 

wherever we may be, we often keep our eyes open, don’t we, to things that could cause harm to us or to 

others to reduce the risk of harm.  

Sometimes that means changing our own behaviours. I remember when seats belts became compulsory in 

cars, there were those who grumbled a lot about inconvenience, and even loss of civil liberties but now we all 

think nothing about “belting up” – actually, I don’t feel safe in the car without my belt on. As a result, fatalities 

in car accidents have reduce significantly.  I am sure that similarly, we will learn to live with ways of being 

around Covid that will become second nature, and we will do it because it makes us all safer. 

In church, part of the wardens, PCC and my responsibilities is to ensure that the building you are coming into 

is safe, and not just from covid 19, either. We have to ensure that the pews won’t collapse when you sit on 

them, that the roof won’t fall down as you sing, that the electrics won’t spark up to a flame when the music 

group starts playing, etc. Health and safety is an important part of life and as we get back into church we 

would expect to have a building that is as safe as it can be. 

Although the buck stops for that kind of thing with the PCC etc, I have mentioned a few times that we are 

hoping to spread the load of responsibility and, just like the family that our vison hopes us to be, we all can 

play our part in making church a welcoming, inclusive and safe place for all who come to be with us.  

For Christians this should be second nature. As you and I put into practice the commandments from Jesus to 

Love one another and to love our neighbours as we love our selves, we should continuously be asking 

ourselves, how can I help keep my fellow brothers and sisters safe? Is there anything I am doing that might 

bring harm to them or cause them worry or distress? 

I say should but sadly, as we have learned from recent reports, the church is not always good at doing that, 

and over recent years more and more emphasis has had to be placed on making sure that those who are 

vulnerable are not accidently or maliciously harmed whilst in our care. This is what is known as Safeguarding. 

I was talking to Dawn the other day about her role as our Safeguarding officer. She mentioned that it would 

be a good idea to promote the need for safeguarding more in the church, not because we don’t think you are 

all safe people, but because it is our joint responsibility, not just hers, to keep each other safe.  Leeds Diocese 

Safeguarding page on the website is headed “Safeguarding is everyone’s business” and in so saying it is 

affirming the truth that safeguarding the vulnerable amongst us is a really important part of our shared  

ministry to one another. As the diocesan policy puts it: 

The care and protection of children, young people and vulnerable adults involved in Church activities is the 

responsibility of the whole Church. Everyone who participates in the life of the Church has a role to play in 

promoting a Safer Church for all. 

If that is the case, which I am sure it is, we need to know what is expected of us.  All our leaders, including 

those on PCC, children’s group leaders and others with key responsibilities, have to take regular training 

courses run by the diocesan team, which are not hard but are informative about responsibilities, what to look 

out for and best practice to keep those in our care safe.  And can I just emphasise to those who have not yet 

done their training but need to, it is really important to get this done asap. 



But keeping people safe is everyone’s business, so we all need to know a bit more about what safeguarding 

might mean in practice. To help us, we will be focussing more on these issues in October when the national 

church has set a special Sunday to do just that.  

At this point, I want to take opportunity to thank Dawn for taking this on for us. There have been a lot of 

changes in the way the national church is focussing on church being a safe place for everyone, and I know it 

has been a steep learning curve. We now need to get behind her on this and get up to speed on what we can 

do to help keep church a safe space for all and especially the most vulnerable.  

Going back to Covid and its effects on the vulnerable, can I remind you that this month we are focussing on 

our link with Matugga. You may have picked up that the infection and death rates in Uganda are going up and 

that the school is shut due to a national lockdown. Alex Kayaga, from the singing group Abo who visited St. 

John’s for the church centenary, has been joining us for our Zoom services. He shared  with us that vaccine 

supplies, which were sparse anyway, had dried up last week. We have  also heard from Allen that hospitals 

are full and infection rates are still rising. There is no equivalent to our NHS there, and it is fortunate that 

Uganda has done well so far to keep cases down. Without the support that we have the lockdowns have had a 

massive effect on poverty rates, and so this latest wave is very worrying to an already stressed society.  

You may also have heard that two of Ivan and Allen’s children were recently hospitalised by the virus, which 

they picked up at their places of education. Give a Child a Hope have tried to give support by being in contact 

with Ivan and Allen as often as possible , and Debbie Walker felt moved to start up a collection from the 

Trustees to help with their hospital fees. I asked Debbie to write some thoughts about this and she has 

allowed me to share them with you. 

Looking back at the sequence of events it is only a week since Ivan phoned to say the girls’  (Ashley and Ivaana 

who had both been unwell with Symptoms of COVID’) had been admitted to hospital , Ashley being particularly 

unwell needing Oxygen. It feels like a very long time. 

This was frightening and overwhelming for Ivan and Allen to take in. On top of dealing with the lockdown 

closure of the school, which was announced only 2 days prior. 

...for me not offering to help was not an option.  A real sense of how fortunate we are here with the NHS and 

our support system was uppermost in my mind. With the support I know Ivan and Allen have been so grateful, 

allowing them the chance to concentrate on the girls, without having to make decisions about what treatment,  

If any they can Afford to pay for! 

With Prayer and support the girls are now making steady progress and have moved closer to home and are 

being treated in revival clinic. We hold them in our thoughts and prayers as the  Fear of the Covid situation in 

Uganda really starts to bite with infection rates soaring, oxygen supplies running out and currently no further 

vaccines available in the country. 

Reading Debbie’s words reminds me how important it is to ensure the most vulnerable are as safe as possible. 

We cannot change Uganda, although we can help those who are trying to change things for the better. We 

also can do our part here to keep one another as safe as possible. 

A slight re-write of part of the prayer of St Patrick, to help us pray for others. 

Christ be with you, Christ within you, Christ behind you, Christ before you, Christ beside you, Christ to win you, 

Christ to comfort and restore you. Christ beneath you, Christ above you, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ 

in hearts of all that love you, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

Peace and blessings to all who you love and care for 

Peter 

 


