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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

COMMUNION SERVICE 
7TH AUGUST 2022 

(8th Sunday after Trinity) 

This morning we hope that those at home will be able to 
follow us on a live zoom; so whether we are at home, or in 

church in person, we shall be worshipping together. 
If not then please use this service sheet in a way that helps 

you in your journey of faith. 
  

Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 
 

Note re Zoom Meeting:    When you join this meeting you will be asked if you wish 
to allow the host(s) to unmute your microphone. We suggest you choose ‘Do Not 
allow’. This option is needed to facilitate streaming from church and we do not 
intend to listen in without your permission.” 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen.  

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION  

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 
 

SONG 1 
 

REJOICE! Rejoice!  
Christ is in you,  
The hope of glory  
In our hearts.  
He lives! He lives!  
His breath is in you,  
Arise a mighty army,  
We arise. 

 

Now is the time for us  
To march upon the land,  
Into our hands  
He will give the ground we claim.  
He rides in majesty  
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To lead us into victory,  
The world shall see  
That Christ is Lord! 
 

Chorus 
 

God is at work in us  
His purpose to perform,  
Building a kingdom  
Of power not of words,  
Where things impossible,  
By faith shall be made possible;  
Let’s give the glory  
To Him now. 
 

Chorus 
 

Though we are weak, His grace  
Is everything we need;  
We’re made of clay  
But this treasure is within.  
He turns our weaknesses  
Into His opportunities,  
So that the glory  
Goes to Him.  
 

Chorus 
 

Graham Kendrick  © 1983 Thankyou Music A Songs of Fellowship Worship 
Resource 
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CONFESSION 

In baptism we died with Christ, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 
we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him 
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Silent reflection 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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COLLECT   

 

Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 Amen. 

 

First Reading :  Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 

The Meaning of Faith 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand 
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. 

The Faith of Abraham 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set 
out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; 
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By 
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faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By 
faith he received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because 
he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as 
dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars 
of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by 
the seashore.’ 

All of these died in faith without having received the 
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this 
way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If 
they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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SONG 2 
 
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS,  
O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not,  
Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Chorus 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
  

Chorus 
 

Thomas O. Chisholm, William M. Runyan © 1951 Hope Publishing Co 
A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 
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Second Reading : Psalm 33: 12-22 
The Greatness and Goodness of God 

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
   the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 

 

The LORD looks down from heaven; 
   he sees all humankind. 
From where he sits enthroned he watches 
   all the inhabitants of the earth— 
he who fashions the hearts of them all, 
   and observes all their deeds. 
A king is not saved by his great army; 
   a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
The war horse is a vain hope for victory, 
   and by its great might it cannot save. 

 

Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 
   on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
to deliver their soul from death, 
   and to keep them alive in famine. 

 
Our soul waits for the LORD; 
   he is our help and shield. 
Our heart is glad in him, 
   because we trust in his holy name. 
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Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 
   even as we hope in you. 

This is the Word of the Lord                              

Thanks be to God. 

 
TALK 

 
 

OUR FAITH 
 

Let us stand and affirm our faith in Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore, God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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INTERCESSIONS 

 

LIGHTING OF PEACE CANDLE. 

The risen Christ came and stood among his 
disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

 

 

SONG 3:   

FAITHFUL ONE, so unchanging, 
Ageless One, You’re my Rock of peace. 
Lord of all, I depend on You, 
I call out to You again and again. 
I call out to You again and again. 
You are my rock in times of trouble. 
You lift me up when I fall down. 
All through the storm Your love is the anchor, 
My hope is in You alone.  
  

Brian Doerksen © 1989 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 
A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 
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OUR OFFERING 

As the grain once scattered in the fields 

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 

are now united on this table in bread and wine, 

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be 

gathered together from the corners of the earth 

into your kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION   

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks 

and praise, almighty God and everlasting 

Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 

 

And now we give you thanks because through 

him you have given us eternal life and delivered 



       CCL Licence No. 3285 

us from the bondage of sin and the fear of death 

into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

And so we join our voices with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven 

to proclaim your glory 

for ever praising you and saying: 
 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear 
Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with 
his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of 
salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the 
earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Now, gathering our prayers and praises into one,  
we pray as Jesus taught us 
 

Our Father in Heaven  
Hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours  
now and for ever.   Amen. 
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We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

INVITATION 

Come to this table, not because you must but 
because you may, 
not because you are strong, but because you are 
weak. 
Come, not because any goodness of your own 
gives you a right to come, 
but because you need mercy and help. 

 
Come, because you love the Lord a little and would 

like to love him more. 
Come, because he loved you and gave himself for 
you. 
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his 
Body. 

 

 

Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in.  
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from 
under your table.  
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But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.  
So cleanse and feed us with the precious 
body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we,  
with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  
Amen.  

 
Communion is received 

 

SONG 4 

THE PERFECT WISDOM OF OUR GOD, 
Revealed in all the universe: 
All things created by His hand, 
And held together at His command. 
He knows the mysteries of the seas, 
The secrets of the stars are His; 
He guides the planets on their way 
And turns the earth through another day. 

 

The matchless wisdom of His ways 
That mark the path of righteousness; 
His word a lamp unto my feet, 
His Spirit teaching and guiding me. 
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And oh the mystery of the cross, 
That God should suffer for the lost, 
So that the fool might shame the wise 
And all the glory might go to Christ! 
 

O grant me wisdom from above, 
To pray for peace and cling to love, 
And teach me humbly to receive 
The sun and rain of Your sovereignty. 
Each strand of sorrow has a place 
Within this tapestry of grace; 
So through the trials I choose to say: 
‘Your perfect will in Your perfect way.’ 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty © 2011  Thankyou Music & Getty Music 
Robert & Dawn Critchley. Copyright © 1989 Kingsway’s  Thankyou Music. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us 
home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,  
gave us grace, and opened the gate of 
glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his 
risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to others;  
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we whom the Spirit lights give light to the 
world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set 
before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your 
name;  
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.  

 

SONG 5: 
 

Lord, I come before Your throne of grace; 
I find rest in Your presence 
And fulness of joy. 
In worship and wonder 
I behold Your face, 
Singing what a faithful God have I. 
 

What a faithful God have I, 
What a faithful God. 
What a faithful God have I, 
Faithful in every way. 
 

Lord of mercy, You have heard my cry; 
Through the storm You’re the beacon, 
My song in the night. 
In the shelter of Your wings, 
Hear my heart’s reply, 
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Singing what a faithful God have I. 

Chorus 

Lord all sovereign, granting peace from heaven, 
Let me comfort those who suffer 
With the comfort You have given. 
I will tell of Your great love for as long as I live, 
Singing what a faithful God have I.  

Chorus 

Robert & Dawn Critchley.© 1989 Thankyou Music. 
A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 

 
BLESSING 

God the Father, 
by whose glory  
Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him  
in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you  
now and always  Amen.  
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go into the world rejoicing 
For it is Christ who goes before us.   
Alleluia! Amen. 


