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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

HOLY COMMUNION 
7TH MARCH  2021 

(Third Sunday of Lent) 
  

 On-Line Version 

*  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 
 

Feel free to use this in your own way. 
However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  

on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship.  
 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please stay with us if 

you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting  

 

 

WELCOME:   INTRODUCTION  

 
OPENING RESPONSES (from Psalm 19) 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 
   and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 
   their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
   and their words to the end of the world. 

And now, as we gather to worship 
May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts  
   be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. 

 

OPENING SONG:   LET ALL THE WORLD  

Let all the world in every corner sing: 
‘My God and King!’ 
The heavens are not too high; 
His praise may thither fly: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYh6u0lsUMBEh3zuuyKEumIBTzZD6K095aOY1ZJXYOsPbQ?e=atjbmc
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EbztZ7sbTw9BiOwOpyxuHREBar5Yc_lumqZTjfAnjoCMDA?e=UqoXVo
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The earth is not too low; 
His praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in every corner sing: 
‘My God and King!’ 
 
Let all the world in every corner sing: 
‘My God and King!’ 
The Church with psalms must shout, 
No door can keep them out: 
But, above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in every corner sing: 
‘My God and King!’  

 George Herbert. 

 
 

CONFESSION 

Let us hear the commandments of God and the words of his Son 
Jesus Christ. Let us seek forgiveness for our failings and strength 
to follow his way. 

 “You shall have no other gods before me”.  
Jesus Christ said “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.”  

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not make for yourself an idol.”  
 Jesus Christ said “No servant can serve two masters.” 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God ”. 
 Jesus Christ said “Do not swear at all: either by heaven for it is God’s 

throne...”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy ”. 
 Jesus Christ said “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 

Sabbath. So the Son of Man is LORD even of the Sabbath,”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “Honour your father and your mother.”  
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Jesus Christ said “Anyone who loves his family more than me is not worthy 
of me.”  

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not murder.”   
Jesus Christ said “Anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 

judgment.”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not commit adultery”.  
Jesus Christ said “Anyone who looks at a person lustfully has already 

committed adultery with them in his heart.”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

“You shall not steal”.   
Jesus Christ said “If someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him 

have your cloak as well.”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not give false testimony.” 
 Jesus Christ said “Men will have to give account on the day of judgment for 

every careless word they have spoken”  
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 “You shall not covet.”   
Jesus Christ said “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed. ”  

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “Peace be with you... your sins 
are forgiven....go and sin no more”. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE COLLECT 

Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING:   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 

 

SONG 2: Shine, Jesus Shine  
Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your word, 
Lord, and let there be light. 

 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ERpTEiGrgb9Lpl-X8NF-nvEBFgDVM2puPUWHmqXlhkrmOg?e=t6Ou3P
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Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Chorus.. 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness. 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me.  

  Chorus.. 

Graham Kendrick 
 

GOSPEL READING    John 2:13-22 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 
whoever follows me will have the light of life.  

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you , O Lord. 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out 
the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told 
those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that 
it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said 
to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then 
said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 
you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

TALK  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ER0COp-X3IdPj5txV5cHp0cBWBzOFbtlfbwW1G38hX_Y3w?e=s8Lz49
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Ef5IFroqMIhIu5kZg0cBwbwBu3cMDwlWz0P9v0kgjRzNKQ?e=RZ2Div
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We believe in the God who is the pillar of fire and the pillar of 
cloud guiding us as we journey on. We trust in our Holy Parent 
who judges and shows mercy. We hope in our Creator who is 
faithful to all that is seen and unseen.  
We believe in the Jesus who rode in triumph into Jerusalem. We 
trust in the Messiah who was crucified, died, and was buried. We 
hope in the living Christ who walked out of the tomb.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of Life and faith. We trust in the 
Breath of Life who stirs, sustains, and sanctifies. We hope in our 
Advocate who brings to us, and through us, the gift of God’s 
peace. 

 

 INTERCESSIONS  

 

THE PEACE:  

We light a candle of peace for the world  
God has made us one in Christ.  
He has set his seal upon us  
and, as a pledge of what is to come,  
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

 

SONG 3.   O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free,  
Rolling like the mighty ocean  
In its fullness over me; 
O the deep, deep love. 
(Repeat) 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EapKHcugRhRHnIhoqnprAysBPZiDLDG4mzPffrmMi3jtog?e=qNgDGf
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYma_sO9sLNOmBx-Xg1LmbkBvidrNLhRL4n6HsXgILTNzg?e=3b9wkY
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Ancient hope now born to man,  
Faithful through all time. 
Crucified yet raised to life, 
O the deep, deep love. 
 
Constant in a changing world,  
Healer of our pain.  
Comfort to the grieving soul, 
O the deep, deep love.  
 
Giver of eternal days,  
When this life will end.  
At His feet to lay our crowns, 
O the deep, deep love.   
           Chris Bowater & David Lyon 

   

COMMUNION  

 
The Lord is here  

His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made 
us for yourself.  

When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your 
Son.  

You embraced us as your children  
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

  

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.  
He opened his arms of love upon the cross  
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.  

 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread, and 
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EfoQUBeLk49LsVBD-8QW5-cBscMIVVq-69Y1MjwZErpuGQ?e=HPh9WY
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Father, we do this in remembrance of him:  
his body is the bread of life.  

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.  

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:  
his blood is shed for all.  

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy 
Spirit that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of 
your dear Son.  

As we eat and drink these holy gifts  
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.  

 

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of 
praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour has taught us, 
so we pray  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now and for 
ever. Amen.  

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in.  
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit  
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.  
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So cleanse and feed us  

 
with the precious body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  
Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

We gather together, apart as we are, in the presence of Christ.  
We gather together, apart as we are, to receive his gifts of grace,  
We gather together, apart as we are, because it is Christ who 
invites us to meet him here.  

 

SONG 4.  The Perfect Wisdom  

 

The perfect wisdom of our God,  
Revealed in all the universe: 
All things created by His hand, 
And held together at His command. 
He knows the mysteries of the seas, 
The secrets of the stars are His; 
He guides the planets on their way 
And turns the earth through another day. 
 
The matchless wisdom of His ways 
That mark the path of righteousness; 
His word a lamp unto my feet, 
His Spirit teaching and guiding me. 
And oh the mystery of the cross, 
That God should suffer for the lost, 
So that the fool might shame the wise 
And all the glory might go to Christ! 
 
O grant me wisdom from above, 
To pray for peace and cling to love, 
And teach me humbly to receive 
The sun and rain of Your sovereignty. 
Each strand of sorrow has a place 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EV4Q4j5CSBdBndMCw_p4zj8BfUk9X-In2sFGLAFzDJ0rxw?e=SfK4NX
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Within this tapestry of grace; 
So through the trials I choose to say: 
‘Your perfect will in Your perfect way.’ 

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,  
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 

SONG 5.  Thy Hand O God has Guided  
 

Thy hand, O God has guided 
Thy flock, from age to age; 
The wondrous tale is written, 
Full clear on every page. 
Thy people owned Thy goodness, 
And we their deeds record; 
And both of this bear witness: 
One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 
Through many a day of darkness, 
Through many a scene of strife, 
The faithful few fought bravely 
To guard the nation’s life. 
Their gospel of redemption, 
Sin pardoned, man restored, 
Was all in this enfolded: 
One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYCuWSWgl85BiOxq4i3Zk3UB1IfAh-svubxVLCN2EkPQqQ?e=jUSRCK
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Thy mercy will not fail us, 
Nor leave Thy work undone; 
With Thy right hand to help us, 
The victory shall be won. 
And then, by all creation, 
Thy name shall be adored, 
And this shall be our anthem: 
One Church, one Faith, one Lord.  

Edward Hayes Plumptre. 

 

THE BLESSING  

The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

Let us go into the word rejoicing.  
It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia! Amen!  
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